Cardiac and side effects of prostaglandin F2 alpha in patients with extrasystoles.
In 17 patients with cardiac extrasystoles, prostaglandin (PG) F2a (= alpha) administered intravenously at consecutive infusion rates of 25 to 100 micrograms/min showed the following effects in a dose-dependent manner: prolongation of total electromechanical systole, pre-ejection period, and left ventricular ejection time, indicating a negative inotropic activity, increase in systolic and diastolic blood pressure, and incidence of side effects. An additional 2 patients were excluded from the uniform evaluation because the PGF2a dosage was changed owing to a clear antiarrhythmic action in one and serious side effects in the other. The results supplement clinical-pharmacological findings with PGF2a.